
 

Critical Bioethics 
MODULE NAME: Critical Bioethics 
MODULE CODE: 7SSHM616 
MODULE DIRECTOR: Dr Silvia Camporesi 
MODULE TYPE: Core  module for students on MA Bioethics & Society 

programme 
 

NUMBER OF CREDITS: 30 
MODULE DATES: Tuesdays  22nd September – 1stt December, 

1000-13:00 
 

MODULE TIMES: 10:00 -13:00 
VENUE: S3.05 Strand Campus 
ASSESSMENT FORMAT: Formative Essay: 1,500 words (0%) 

Summative Essay: 3,000 words (50%) 
3 hour unseen examination (50%) 

COURSEWORK SUBMISSION 
DATE: 

Formative Essay: Monday November 2nd 16:00 hours 
Summative Essay: Monday November 30th 16:00 hours 
 

EXAM DATE January 2015 (week 11-15th): tbc by the Exams office during 
term 1 

COURSEWORK SUBMISSION 
DETAILS: 

1 x electronic copy of coursework and coursework coversheet A 
to be submitted to KEATS 

MODULE DESCRIPTION This module is the core module of the Bioethics & Society 
Master’s programme.  It offers students a critical introduction to 
the theoretical frameworks used in contemporary bioethics, 
building on a variety of disciplinary approaches (philosophy, 
sociology, anthropology). In the first part of the module (weeks 1-
5) we will critically discuss how the discipline of bioethics 
developed historically in a comparative transnational way, and 
examine work in bioethics that applies general moral theories 
(consequentialism, deontology, virtue ethics, and pragmatism) to 
analyse bioethical problems. 
 
Weeks 6-9 will engage students in a critical analysis of methods 
and approaches that have been specifically developed in the 
context of bioethics, such as principlism, casuistry, and narrative 
ethics. The final session of the module (week 10) will discuss the 
‘empirical turn’ in bioethics, and the relationships between 
descriptive and normative statement in bioethics. 
 

MODULE AIMS Upon completion of the module to students will be able to:  
1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the origins of 

bioethics in the UK and in the US  
2. Critically evaluate and apply key methodological 

approaches in bioethics, such as consequalism, 
utilitarianism, deontological, principlist, narrative and 
virtue ethics  approaches 

3. Critically engage with issues around empirical research in 
bioethics 



 

FORMAT 
 

The class is lecture based for the first part, with a coffee break 
mid-way through the 3-hour sessions. We will discuss the 
application of the ethical framework to a case study in the second 
part of the session.  
 
A 1- hour seminar-based discussion led by a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant will follow in the afternoon (time tbc) 

Key books 
We do not use a textbook of reference in this module. Individual readings are provided under each week’s 
topic in the syllabus, and in KEATS.  
 
Key journals: 
Register for the updates and alerts of the following journals so you can be up-to-date with contemporary 
debates in bioethics: 

1. American Journal of Bioethics  
2. Hasting Center Report 
3. Bioethics 
4. Journal of Medical Ethics  
5.  Journal of Bioethical Inquiry 
6. Theoretical Medicine & Bioethics 
7. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal  
8. American Journal of Bioethics Neuroscience 
9. Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics  
10. Asian Bioethics Review 

 
Also sign up for the John Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics Bulletin, and JME Blog, and the 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics Blog. 
 

Useful Websites: 
 

Bioethics & Society at King’s College London: www.bioethicsandsociety.com  
Nuffield Council on Bioethics: www.nuffieldbioethics.org  
Institute of Medical Ethics: www.instituteofmedicalethics.org  
American Society for Bioethics & the Humanities, http://www.asbh.org/  
Impact Ethics, http://impactethics.ca/  
Voices in Bioethics: http://voicesinbioethics.org/  
 
 


